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Sir: 

In reply to the Office Action dated 22 September 2005, this application has been 
amended as indicated below. This reply requires a one-month extension. 

Applicants request a one-month extension, from 22 December 2005 to 23 January 2006 
(22 nd landing on Sunday), for replying to the outstanding Office Action. The one-month 
extension fee is $120. The Commissioner is authorized to charge $120 (or any additional fees 
required to maintain pendency of this application) to Deposit Account No. 18-2056. 
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speed is low, where the pulse interval from the rotation sensor is longer, the rapid deceleration 
of the vehicle can be determined while awaiting the input of the next pulse signal. 

Watanabe would not have disclosed or taught comparing the measured elapsed time 
with any calculated pulse interval. Indeed, Watanabe explicitly states that "when the pulse cycle 
PROD is obtained in the present process, it is immediately compared with this threshold value 
CLTPROD, and when it is equal to or greater than the threshold value CLTPROD, the lockup 
clutch 12A is immediately released. See column 7, lines 43-48. The pulse cycle PROD is a 
time cycle of the pulse signal (i.e., a pulse period) from the vehicle sensor and the threshold 
value CLTPROD corresponds to a predetermined acceleration. See column 5, lines 43-59. 
Watanabe compares the time cycle of the vehicle speed pulse signal, as opposed to the 
elapsed time from the vehicle speed pulse signal, with a predetermined threshold acceleration. 
To determine the time cycle of the vehicle speed pulse signal, Watanabe has to wait for another 
pulse signal from its vehicle speed sensor, similar to the prior art described in the Background of 
the present specification. Accordingly, applicants submit that Watanabe would not have 
anticipated or taught claim 1. 

Conclusion 

Applicants submit that claims 1-14 are in condition for allowance. Should the examiner 
have any issues concerning this reply or any other outstanding issues remaining in this 
application, applicants urge the examiner to contact the undersigned to expedite prosecution. 
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